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sary expenses. This surely ought to be done, and may be done, if the friends 
of the cause will just say it shall, be, and then take care themselves to no it. 
Here is a sure remedy, quite within their reach. We cannot for a moment be- 
lieve otherwise. There certainly are in the community a multitude of good men, 
friendly to our cause ; and they can, if they will, easily contribute all we need. 
Let everj' one of them become a member of our Society by paying two dollars 
a year; let some make themselves or their friends life-members by twenty 
dollars at one payment ; let the wealthy give ten or twenty, fifty or a hundred 
dollars, or still more, every year ; let only a small part of the thirty thousand 
congregations in the whole land take up for the cause an annual collection of not 
more than five dollars each on an average ; and we should at once have, if these 
contributions should become habitual from year to year, a spontaneous and 
reliable income sufficient to increase our operations ten-fold, and enable us to 
meet some of the urgent demands upon us for the extension of our agencies, and 
the spread of our publications, far and wide over the country, more especially 
in those remote and least cultivated portions which are now the chief hot-beds 
of the war-spirit in our republic. 

Nor will we despair of yet seeing all this done. With fewer obstacles and 
greater facilities in the work of Peace, than are to be found in any other 
country, it seems to us that our history and character as a free, enlightened, 
Christian people, and our position before the world as confessedly in the van of 
nearly all governmental improvements, clearly mark us out as appointed, in the 
providence of God, to take the lead in this great work of universal peace. We 
-must be its leaders, or prove ourselves recreant to a high and sacred trust ; but 
never can we fulfil this glorious mission without a very large increase of liberal- 
ity and zeal in using the means indispensable to the full triumph of our cause. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 



The American Peace Society held its twenty-third Anniversary in Park Street 
Church, Boston, May 26th, at 7 1-2 o'clock, P. M. The President, Judge 
Jav, being absent, Hon. Samuel Greele, one of the Vice Presidents, was 
called to the Chair, and prayer was offered by the Rev. Daniel Sharp, D. D. 
The reports of the Treasurer and the Directors were then presented ; after 
which the Rev. Rufus W. Clark delivered the Annual Address, for which a 
vote of thanks was passed, and a copy requested for publication. 

The following resolutions, moved by Rev. C. Brooks, were then adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That we view, with much satisfaction and hope, the indications of a 
growing interest in the question of Peace, especially among the rulers of our 
Republic. 

Resolved, That the v cause of Peace, being strictly common alike to men of all 
sects, all parties, and all sections, deserves, and can hardly fail to secure, when 
rightly understood, the cordial sympathy and support of all who love their 
country or their species. 

Resolved, That our thanks are due to the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop for 
his able and effective advocacy of our cause in the Senate of the United States 
at its recent session, and also to the Hon. Henry S. Foote, Chairman of the 
Senate's Committee on Foreign Relations, for his kind and courteous attention 
to the petitions from ourselves and others through the country, in behalf of 
peaceful substitutes for war, and for his important services in obtaining from 
that Committee a unanimous report so entirely in favor of such substitutes ; and 
that our Corresponding Secretary be instructed to communicate this vote of 
thanks to both those Senators. 

On motion of Hon. Amasa Walker it was 

Resolved, That we regard the Peace Congresses, already held in Europe, as 
eminentlv successful, and look forward to the one expected in London, on the 
22d of July next, as likely to exert a still more important influence on the cause 
of Peace through the world. 
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Resolved, That as the exigencies of our cause will doubtless require other 
General Congresses in due time, we respectfully and cordially invite the friends 
of Peace to appoint the next one in the United States. 

Resolved, That, while desirous of witnessing such a demonstration in our own 
country as soon as may be advisable, we still deem it unwise to attempt such 
Congresses every year, and would propose that a Central Committee, appointed 
by the London, the American, and other national societies, be empowered to 
call the next General Peace Congress at their discretion. 

Resolved, That our delegates to the London Peace Congress be requested, on 
their return, to report the results of their mission, in such way as they may 
deem most expedient. 

At an adjournment of the Annual Meeting, it was moved to re-elect the old 
Board of Officers as officers for the ensuing year; but objection being made in 
the form of complaints against the course pursued for years past by the execu- 
tive officers, it was 

Voted, That a Committee of twelve from different religious denominations, 
be appointed to investigate these complaints, and report to the Society at an 
adjourned meeting. 

The following gentlemen were appointed under this vote: 
Robert Waterston, Albert Fearing, and Moses Grant; John Tappan, Charles 
Stoddard, and Julius A. Palmer ; Rev. Dr. Sharp, Timothy Gilbert, and J. W. 
Converse ; Rev. D. S. King, Rev. Joseph Cummings, and Franklin Rand. 

Voted, That the Society now adjourn to the time for the next Annual 
Meeting. 

The vote of the Society to adjourn for a year, is so unusual, that it may be 
thought due to our friends who were not present, and to the public at large, to 
state the occasion of it : — ■ 

At the close of our anniversary exercises on Monday evening, 26 May, the 
Society were apparently disposed to go at once through their annual business, 
as it had been found so very difficult, amid the crowd of meetings through an- 
niversary week, to get any considerable number of persons together for that 
purpose alone ; but when a motion to this effect was made, a person* who was 
publicly declared on the spot, and without contradiction, not to be a member 
of the Society, inasmuch as he had never paid twenty dollars at one time to 
make himself a life-member, nor given anything at all to the Society for the 
last Jive years, took the floor, and began to make speeches and motions for the 
purpose of preventing the proposed transaction of business. Indeed, a threat 
was made to keep the Society there all night, rather than allow the business to 
proceed. Thereupon the Society adjourned to Wednesday morning, when it 
appeared, from a list of their names brought from the Treasurer's office, that 
thirty-two persons, confessedly not members of the Society before the com- 
mencement of the Annual Meeting still in session by adjournment, had since 
paid each two dollars, (the sum required for membership as,an amiual subscrip- 
tion,) avowedly to secure the privilege of voting on this occasion.! It being 

* E "W. Jackson, whose labors for Peace have been in the League of Universal 
Brotherhood, as one of its leading officers. 

f This list of names is at our office for inspection by any one who cares to see it. 
Among these thirty-two names, there is not one habitual contributor to our Society 
for the last five years ; only a single one of them all is known to have ever contributed 
a farthing ; the' whole thirty-two, put together, probably never gave, in all their life, 
an aggregate of ten dollars ; and sixteen, if not more, belong to a congregation 
whose minister, said to be on the eve of dismission from his people, was the candi- 
date selected by these new comers for Corresponding Secretary. His name, which 
stands first on the above list of thirty-two. was found, as their candidate for that 
office, in a printed circular prepared beforehand, and circulated to rally, for the pur- 
pose of thus revolutionizing the Society, a class of men who had never done anything 
for it. Indeed, their candidate himself for the Secretaryship, is not known ever to 
have taken any active interest whatever in its operations or its object ! It is proba- 
bly but just to presume, that these persons, some of whom are known to be good 
men, were in most cases egregiously misled by false representations from some 
quarter or other. 
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doubted whether the payment of two dollars, under such circumstances, gave a 
right to vote at this adjourned meeting, and whether this right was not restricted 
to those who were members of the Society at the Annual Meeting, it was pro- 
posed to ascertain who were members at that time ; hut the new comers, con- 
stituting a very large majority of the opposition, * persisted in voting on this 
proposition, arid the Chairman allowed "all sitting members to vote on their 
own responsibility. "t 

When a motion was, at length, made to re-elect .the old Board of Officers, the 
person mentioned above, as having interrupted the proceedings on Monday eve- 
ning, got the floor, and began a series of complaints against the system of man- 
agement pursued, for a series of years past, by the executive officers ; \ and the 
Society, perceiving that the questions thus raised could not be duly examined in 
the short time then at their command, and that they could not properly proceed 
to the choice of officers until these questions should be settled, appointed a com- 
mittee of twelve' — an equal number from four religious denominations — to hear 
the parties in full, instructed this committee to report to the Society at the 
adjourned meeting, and then voted to adjourn until the time for the next annual 
meeting. The above-named speaker then said, ' he wished now to give the So- 
ciety fair teaming i that they should, be on hand at the next annual address before 
the Society, to interrupt its proceedings as those of the Prison Discipline Society 
were several years ago. 1 

It may be proper, however painful, to add that, when it became evident how 
the Society were likely to vote, every possible effort was made to prevent any 
vote being taken ; and the meeting became a scene of wild confusion and uproar, 
until it was announced by a member of the Society that the police had been 
sent for — a scene as much deplored by the Society, as it must be deemed dis- 
graceful to the cause of Peace. 

For the purpose of putting the correctness of the above account beyond 
all reasonable doubt, it was, the day after the meeting, submitted to the fol- 
lowing gentlemen, all present at the adjourned meeting, and several of them 
at both meetings, who have authored their names to be used as certifying that, 
to the best of their recollection, this statement is correct: Rev. Wakefield 
Gale, Rockport; Rev. Rurus W. Clark, Portsmouth, N. H., Chairman dur- 
ing the latter part of the adjourned meeting; Rev. David Brigham, Bridge- 
water; Rev. Paul Couch, North Bridgewater; Rev. J. C. Lovejoy and Rev. 
J. W. Parker, Cambridgeport ; Rev. J. R. Waterbury, D. D., William C. 
Brown, Rec. Sec. of the Society, Joseph W. Clary, J. W. Gates, and Rev. 
George C. Beckwith, D. D., all of Boston ; Rev. Samuel C. Brown, Taun- 
ton ; Rev. S. S. Smith, Northampton; Rev. A. M. Colton, Amherst; Rev. 
L. Root Eastman, Berkley. 

The account was submitted only to the above, solely because no more names 
were deemed either necessary or desirable as vouchers. A few of the above 
gentlemen were present from first to last ; and to every part of the statement 
several could testify from distinct recollection. 

W T e trust the sober, steadfast friends of Peace will not be discouraged by the 
above demonstration. It may have been necessary to make them look after the 
cause with more care; and if the old, tried friends of the Society will just stand 
firmly by it till we get the report from our large and excellent Committee of 
Twelve, we may hope then to put it permanently under such auspices as shall 
insure the entire confidence of the Christian community. 

* Their vote at one time reached, we believe, forty-five ; but the average, at the 
various votings, did not exceed the thirty-two names just mentioned. 

f On this decision, so favorable to the aims of those who had conspired to revolu- 
tionize the Society, no vote was taken. The question is yet to be decided, whether 
they had any right to vote. 

X The system briefly sketched in the Directors' Report, pp. 33, 34, and prepared, as 
there printed, before the Society's Annual Meeting. By turning to that sketch of their 
course, all our friends can see for themselves what it is that these men complain of, 
viz.: that one man has done too much for the Society; done it, not because he 
wished to do it all, for he sought in every possible way to be released, but solely 
because both our Executive Committee and our Board of Directors thought he must 
do it, or the Society must stop its operations. 



